Parallelism

Correct the errors in parallel structure (words, phrases, or clauses) in the following sentences.  Check each sentence carefully; some of them contain more than one error.

1. My ninety-year-old father complains about failing eyesight, arthritis in his joints, and aching muscles.

2. Father insists he’s suffering from the flu; our thinking is that he’s experiencing the normal discomforts of old age.

3. There is a time to laugh, a time to weep, work, and play.

4. These bikes are obviously intended for elite athletes: they are lightweight, aerodynamic, and cost.

5. My Grade 6 teacher required us all to develop a life plan. Mine hasn’t changed: I still want a college education, a job that is rewarding, and a comfortable retirement.

6. A half hour of jogging each day improves my stamina, has a calming effect on my nerves, and muscle tone.

7. A number of factors determine whether a beginning entrepreneur will be successful: knowledge and skills, tools to perform the job, and customers.

8. Fill out this application form, and then we would like you to tell us about your work experience. 
9. The last—and most important—step in preparing an essay for submission is to revise it: re-read the essay critically; correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence errors; any unclear passages must be rewritten and transitions added to improve coherence.

10. Since Carla decided she needed a hobby, she has tried cross-country skiing, ten-pin bowling, and canoeing in white water, but she has yet to find a recreation that is accessible, fun, and doesn’t wreck her budget.










Modifier Quiz

Find and correct the misplaced and dangling modifiers in the following sentences. 2 marks apiece


1. Waiting for the subway, my wallet was stolen.

1. As a doctor in a residency program, the days are long and exhausting.

1. After climbing up the narrow stairs, we finally reached the top of the tower, where we could almost see the whole city beneath us.



1. While my sprained ankle healed, watching TV and gorging on home-delivered fast food, my weight skyrocketed.



1. When filled up with diesel fuel, you won’t have to worry about looking for another service station for at least 1200 km.

1. The cabin was freezing, and we couldn’t start a fire, so we nearly put on every piece of clothing we had and climbed into bed.




1. After enjoying a glass of wine, the menu was presented for our inspection.




1. As a delegate to a conference on student motivation, the second day was filled with boring lectures.  



1. You will enjoy a tour of Montreal comfortably seated in our new luxury coach, which has a beautiful old section dating back to the 17th century.  



1. Obviously having had too much to drink, I drove Alice to her apartment, made her a pot of coffee, and called her mother.
